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MOORA RESIDENTIAL COLLEGE 

103. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 

Before I get on to ask my question, on behalf of the member for Scarborough, I acknowledge the teachers and 
leadership teams from Newborough and Doubleview Primary Schools who are in the Speaker’s gallery. 

My question is to the Premier. I refer to the Labor Party’s 2017 election platform, which states — 

WA Labor is committed to providing a quality education to WA children regardless of where they live, 
and will put in place strategies to support the delivery of curriculum at key regional centres across WA. 
This will support families to stay and raise their children in regional Western Australia. 

Given it costs no more than $500 000 to keep Moora Residential College open, why is the Premier misleading the 
people of Western Australia and Moora, and their children, by saying it costs $9 million? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

I thank the Leader of the Opposition for the question. We have the utmost respect for students who go to school 
in regional communities, as the Treasurer and I did. We want to make sure that they have the best opportunities in 
life and the best schooling opportunities. Of course, we do not have unlimited amounts of money because the 
Liberals and Nationals in office lost the state forty thousand million dollars! They lost the state $40 billion! So, 
after they lost $40 billion, for which they refuse to apologise, of course we cannot afford everything we might like. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I have warned you three times, Leader of the Opposition. I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: After the Liberals and Nationals lost $40 billion, we cannot afford everything we might like. 
I will take you through this, Mr Speaker — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: — and I will explain to the opposition where it is wrong. During the course of the eight and 
a half years of Liberal Party rule, we saw no money spent on the boarding hostel in Moora. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: So — 

Mr D.T. Redman: It was a cabinet decision! A cabinet decision went through on it! 

The SPEAKER: Members, please. You have asked a question; listen to the answer. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: There it is! When they were about to lose the election, they made a cabinet decision: 
“We’ll spend money in Moora to cover up for that failure of eight and a half years.” I feel sorry for the member 
for Moore, whose electorate was so badly treated by — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, it is not a shouting match. You have asked a question; listen to the 
answer. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I feel sorry for the member for Moore because his electorate was so badly treated by the 
Liberal–National government. In fact, the last time something good was done in Moora was when Labor built the 
new hospital. It was not the Liberals or Nationals who built the new hospital for Moora; it was Labor. Not only 
did we manage the finances, but also we built a new hospital in the member for Moore’s electorate! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Premier! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I have here a copy of the Moora Residential College — 

The SPEAKER: Premier! Members, I will start calling you all to order if you do not just listen to the answer. You 
have asked a question. You might not like the answer, but it is the one you are getting. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I have here a copy of the Moora Residential College project definition plan report prepared 
by Armstrong Parkin Architects. Page 9 of the report sets out the cost of dealing with the issues at the boarding 
hostel. It sets out four potential options for providing the repairs and maintenance required at the facility. The cost 
of the first option was $7.2 million, the second option was $8.5 million, the third option was $8.7 million, and the 
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fourth option was $11.2 million. When the Leader of the Opposition says $500 000, it explains to me why he lost 
the state $40 billion—because he has absolutely no idea! 
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